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1. 1 TALKED TO PRESIDENT LAKAS TODAY (MARCH 27) JUST BEFORE 

HE DEAPRTED ON HOLIDAY WEEKEND. WHILE EXPRESSING UNDERSTANDING 
OF GOP DESIRE TO EXPORT MORE MEAT, I EXPLAINED THE METHOD 
OF QUOTA CALCULATION AND STRESSED URGENCY OF AGREEING TO 
THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT PROGRAM TO AVOID HAVING A SMALLER 
QUOTA IMPOSED. PRESIDENT LAKAS OBSERVED THAT IT WAS BETTER 
TO AGREE TO A LARGER QUOTA THAN HAVE A SMALL ONE IMPOSED. 

HE PROMISED TO CONTACT GENERAL TORRIJOS AND MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT GERARDO GONZALEZ TO EXPLAIN THE 
PROBLEM AND THEN TO LET ME KNOW WHAT THEIR ANSWER 
WAS. 

2. 1 ALSO HAD A MEMBER OF MY STAFF DISCUSS MEAT RESTRAINT 
PROGRAM WITH AGRICULTURE VICE MINISTER GUSTAVO GONZALEZ THIS 
MORNING. GOZALEZ SAID THAT THE EMBASSY’S NOTE NO. 2, 

WHICH ASKED FOR AGREEMENT TO THE 3.0 MILLION POUND 
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AND THAT THE MINISTRY OF AGRUCLTURAL DEVELOPMENT (MIDA) 
HAD REPLIED RECOMMENDING A REQUEST FOR A QUOTA OF 6.0 
MILLION POUNDS. THUS THE REQUEST FOR A 3.0 MILLION POUND 
LEVEL HAS BEEN REJECTED BY MIDA. MIDA'S RESPONSE WAS SENT O 
FOREIGN OFFICE ON FEBRUARY 25, BUT HAS NOT YET BEEN 
TRANSMITTED TO EMBASSY. THE VICE MINISTER FELT THAT MIDA'S 
POSITION HAD ALREADY BEEN STATED IN REJECTING THE 3.0 
MILLION POUND FIGURE AND THAT A LOWER FIGURE WAS THEREFORE 
UNACCEPTABLE. 

3. ALTHOUGH THE VICE MINISTER WAS AWARE OF THE CONSEQUENCES 
OF NOT AGREEING TO THE 2.5 MILLION POUND LEVEL, HE WAS STILL 
UNWILLING TO COMMIT THE GOP. HE SAID THAT HIS MINISTER IS 
UNAVAILABLE, BEING WITH GENERAL TORRIJOS AND UNITED BRANDS 
REPRESENTATIVE. AS BOTH TODAY AND TOMORROW ARE OFFICIAL 
HOLIDAYS, NEITHER IS THERE ANYONE AT THE FOREIGN OFFICE WHO 
CAN COMMIT THE GOP TO THE PROGRAM. 

4. EMBASSY WILL ADVISE IMMEDIATELY IF PRESIDENT LAKAS' 
APPROACHES TO GENERAL TORRIJOS AND/OR AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
GERARDO GONZALEZ RESULT IN ACCEPTANCE OF RESTRAINT LEVEL. 
JORDEN 
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